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UNITED STATES
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20549
FORM 8-K
CURRENT REPORT
Pursuant to Section 13 or 15(d) of
The Securities Exchange Act of 1934
November 18, 2004

(Date of Report, date of earliest event reported)

Stage Stores, Inc

(Exact name of registrant as specified in its charter)
1-14035

(Commission File Number)

NEVADA 91-1826900
(State or other jurisdiction (I.R.S. Employer Identification No.)
of incorporation)
10201 Main Street, Houston, Texas 77025
(Address of principal executive offices) (Zip Code)

(713) 667-5601
(Registrant's telephone number, including area code)
Not Applicable

(Former name or former address, if changed since last report)
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Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of
the registrant under any of the following provisions:

o Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)

o Soliciting material pursuant to rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)

o Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))

o Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))
Item 2.02. Results of Operations and Financial Condition.
On November 18, 2004, Stage Stores, Inc. (the "Company") issued a news release announcing results for the third
quarter ended October 30, 2004, and reaffirming its fourth quarter earnings outlook. A copy of the news release is
attached to this Form 8-K as Exhibit 99.1.
This information shall not be deemed to be "filed" for purposes of Section 18 of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934,
as amended (the "Exchange Act"), or incorporated by reference in any filing under the Securities Act of 1933, as
amended, or the Exchange Act, except as shall be expressly set forth by specific reference to such filing.
Item 9.01. Financial Statements and Exhibits.

(c) Exhibits.

99.1 News release issued by Stage Stores, Inc. on November 18, 2004, announcing results for the
third quarter ended October 30, 2004, and reaffirming its fourth quarter earnings outlook.

SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be
signed on its behalf by the undersigned, hereunto duly authorized.

STAGE STORES, INC.

November 19, 2004

[s/ Michael E. McCreery

(Date) Michael E. McCreery
Executive Vice President and Chief

Financial Officer
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n(s)
(Instr. 3 and 4)6. Ownership Form: Direct (D) or Indirect (I)
(Instr. 4)7. Nature of Indirect Beneficial Ownership

(Instr. 4)CodeVAmount(A) or (D)Price Common Stock12/01/2017 G 170,000 D $ 45.86 6,873,618 D Common Stock

1,580 I By Spouse () Common Stock 889,000 I By Trust @

Reminder: Report on a separate line for each class of securities beneficially owned directly or indirectly.

Persons who respond to the collection of SEC 1474
information contained in this form are not (9-02)
required to respond unless the form
displays a currently valid OMB control
number.
Table II - Derivative Securities Acquired, Disposed of, or Beneficially Owned
(e.g., puts, calls, warrants, options, convertible securities)
1. Title of 2. 3. Transaction Date 3A. Deemed 4. 5. 6. Date Exercisable and 7. Title and 8. Price of 9. Nu
Derivative Conversion (Month/Day/Year) Execution Date, if TransactioMNumber Expiration Date Amount of Derivative  Derit
Security or Exercise any Code of (Month/Day/Year) Underlying Security Secus
(Instr. 3) Price of (Month/Day/Year) (Instr. 8) Derivative Securities (Instr. 5) Bene
Derivative Securities (Instr. 3 and 4) Owng
Security Acquired Follo
(A) or Repo
Disposed Trans
of (D) (Instr
(Instr. 3,
4, and 5)
Amount
D .. or
ate . Expiration Title Number
Exercisable Date of
Code V (A) (D) Shares

Reporting Owners

. Relationships
Reporting Owner Name / Address
Director 10% Owner  Officer Other
COLONY GEORGE F
400 TECHNOLOGY SQUARE X X Chairman & CEO
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139
Signatures
Maite Garcia, attorney-in-fact for George F. 02/06/2018
Colony
**Signature of Reporting Person Date

Explanation of Responses:
&

If the form is filed by more than one reporting person, see Instruction 4(b)(v).

*#*  Intentional misstatements or omissions of facts constitute Federal Criminal Violations. See 18 U.S.C. 1001 and 15 U.S.C. 78ff(a).

) The reporting person disclaims beneficial ownership of all securities owned by spouse and this report should not be deemed an admission

that the reporting person is the beneficial owner of such securities for purposes of Section 16 or any other purpose.

Reporting Owners
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These shares are held by four separate George F. Colony Retained Annuity Trusts as follows: 139,000 in Trust 21, 250,000 in Trust 23,
250,000 in Trust 24 and 250,000 in Trust 25.

Note: File three copies of this Form, one of which must be manually signed. If space is insufficient, see Instruction 6 for procedure.
Potential persons who are to respond to the collection of information contained in this form are not required to respond unless the form displays
a currently valid OMB number.
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Explanation of Responses: 4



