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Starboard Value LP, together with the other participants named herein (collectively, “Starboard”), has made a definitive
filing with the Securities and Exchange Commission of a solicitation statement and an accompanying WHITE request
card to be used to solicit requests that Darden Restaurants, Inc. (the "Company") call a special meeting of shareholders
to approve a non-binding resolution urging the Board of Directors of the Company not to approve any agreement or
proposed transaction involving a separation or spin-off of the Company's Red Lobster business prior to the 2014
Annual Meeting of Shareholders unless such agreement or transaction would require shareholder approval.

On March 20, 2014, Starboard Value LP issued an open letter to shareholders of the Company. The full text of the
letter is attached hereto as Exhibit 99.1 and is incorporated herein by reference.



