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PART I
Except as the context otherwise requires, all references to "we," "our," "us" and the "Company" in this report
collectively refer to Associated Estates Realty Corporation ("AERC") and its consolidated subsidiaries.
Item 1. Business
GENERAL
We are a fully integrated, self-administered and self-managed equity real estate investment trust ("REIT"). We are
publicly traded on the New York Stock Exchange ("NYSE") and the Nasdaq Global Market ("NASDAQ") under the
ticker symbol "AEC." Our headquarters, located at 1 AEC Parkway in Richmond Heights, Ohio, is composed of one
office building of approximately 42,000 square feet and two adjacent parcels of land containing approximately 1.1 and
3.0 acres, respectively, all of which are suitable for further development or expansion and all of which we own under a
long-term ground lease.
We specialize in multifamily ownership, operation, acquisition, development, construction, disposition and property
management activities. We own a taxable REIT subsidiary that performs general contracting and construction services
for our own account in connection with the development of multifamily properties that we own and operate. As of
December 31, 2013, our operating property portfolio consisted of 53 owned apartment communities containing 13,676
units in ten states. See Item 2 for a state-by-state listing of our portfolio. Additionally, in May 2012, in conjunction
with our acquisition of land for development of an apartment community, we acquired a commercial building in Los
Angeles, California containing approximately 78,800 total square feet of office and commercial space. In January
2014, we assumed property management responsibilities for a fee for an apartment property that we expect to acquire,
subject to construction completion, pursuant to an existing contract. Our consolidated financial statements include the
accounts of all subsidiaries, including the taxable REIT subsidiary, which is separately taxed for federal income tax
purposes as a Taxable REIT Subsidiary ("TRS") under the REIT Modernization Act ("RMA") implemented in 1999.
Our consolidated financial statements also include a partnership in which we own a 97.0% equity interest.
BUSINESS SEGMENTS
Substantially all of our properties are multifamily communities and, while the economic climate of the markets in
which they are located may vary from time to time, the communities offer similar products and services and have
similar economic characteristics. Management evaluates the performance of our properties and makes
acquisition/disposition decisions on a property-by-property basis. In the aggregate our multifamily properties provided
approximately 99.2% of our consolidated revenue for 2013. We have determined that we have only one reportable
segment, which is multifamily properties.
OPERATING STRATEGY AND BUSINESS OBJECTIVES
See Part II, Item 7, "Management's Discussion and Analysis of Financial Condition and Results of Operations" of this
report on Form 10-K for additional discussion on our 2014 outlook and expectations.
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Acquisition/Disposition.  Our acquisition/disposition strategy in recent years has been to (i) buy properties located in
high growth submarkets outside of the Midwest; (ii) sell properties where market conditions are such that the
reinvestment of cash proceeds derived from a sale are expected to provide, over time, a significantly greater return on
equity and increased cash flow; (iii) reduce the average age of our portfolio; and (iv) improve the operating margins of
our portfolio. In 2013 we acquired the following five properties:
Acquisition Date Property Location Units Purchase Price
November 19, 2013 Lofts at Weston Lakeside Cary, NC 215 $38,300
November 18, 2013 St. Mary's Square Raleigh, NC 134 27,325
October 10, 2013 The Apartments at Blakeney Charlotte, NC 295 53,180
September 27, 2013 Rienzi at Turtle Creek Dallas, TX 152 48,900
July 16, 2013 Doral West Doral, FL 388 93,500

1,184 $261,205
In 2013 we also disposed of the following four properties:
Disposition Date Property Location Units Sales Price
December 18, 2013 Courtney Chase Orlando, FL 288 $38,100
November 14, 2013 St. Andrews at Little Turtle Columbus, OH 102 8,165
September 3, 2013 Bradford at Easton Columbus, OH 324 29,500
March 22, 2013 Idlewylde Duluth, GA 843 63,230
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