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ITEM 5.  OTHER EVENTS AND REGULATION FD DISCLOSURE.

     On January 6, 2003, Sterling Chemicals, Inc., a Delaware corporation
("Sterling"), issued a press release to announce that Mr. David G. Elkins had
retired as President and Co-Chief Executive Officer of Sterling and that Mr.
Richard K. Crump is now the sole Chief Executive Officer of Sterling and will
exercise the duties and powers of President until Sterling's Board of Directors
formally appoint him President. A copy of the press release is filed herewith as
Exhibit 99.1 and is incorporated herein by reference.

ITEM 7.  FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND EXHIBITS.

(c)  EXHIBITS

Exhibit 99.1     Press release dated January 6, 2003 announcing the retirement
                 of Mr. David G. Elkins as President and Co-Chief Executive
                 Officer of Sterling.

ITEM 8.  CHANGE IN FISCAL YEAR.

         On December 10, 2002, Sterling's Board of Directors approved a change
in its fiscal year end from September 30 to December 31. Sterling will file a
transition report on Form 10-Q for the three months ended December 31, 2002.
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                                   SIGNATURES

         Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934,
the Registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

                                             STERLING CHEMICALS, INC.

Date:  January 6, 2003

                                             By: /s/ R. K. CRUMP
                                                --------------------------------
                                             Name: Richard K. Crump
                                             Title: Chief Executive Officer
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                                  EXHIBIT INDEX

Exhibit 99.1     Press release dated January 6, 2003 announcing the retirement
                 of Mr. David G. Elkins as President and Co-Chief Executive
                 Officer of Sterling.

Edgar Filing: STERLING CHEMICAL INC - Form 8-K

2


